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Holiday Wreath Program Wraps Up 
 
 

Green Bay, WI, January 4, 2012—The Green Bay Fire Department has concluded the Holiday 
Wreath Program with a total of 14 residential home fires from November 24th, 2011 thru January 1st, 
2012.  Ten of the 14 fires were caused by unattended cooking.   One chimney fire occurred, an 
unattended candle placed too close to a couch caused another, one was electrical in nature and the 
last one was caused by improperly using a cooking appliance.   
 
Cooking appliances, most commonly a stove or range, are the leading cause of home fires in the 
United States.  Not surprisingly, they also rank number 1 for fire related injuries in the home. 
Almost all cooking fires could be prevented if you follow some simple safety tips; 

 Stay in the kitchen while you’re cooking 
 If you have to walk away from the stove to answer the door, for example, turn the burners on 

low or preferably off and throw a towel over your shoulder as a reminder that you are cooking. 
 Having a working smoke alarm will help to ensure that in the event that a fire does start, you 

will have plenty of time to take action. 
 If a grease fire should happen to start on the stove, turn the burner off and  place a lid or 

cookie sheet over the burning pan.   DO NOT move the pan. 
 
Winter months are especially dangerous for fires in our climate.  The number one cause of fires is 
heating equipment during December, January, and February.  Tips are as follows; 
 

 Have your furnace inspected by a licensed technician annually.  He or she will make sure that 
your furnace is running efficiently and check it out for damage and leaks which could lead to 
carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. 

 Have your fireplace chimney inspected on a yearly basis.  Soot buildup can easily cause a 
chimney fire. 

 Carbon Monoxide is a silent killer.  Place a CO detector in your home to warn you of a heating 
appliance malfunction.   

 Ensure that you have a working smoke detector on each level of your home. 
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